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I am 100 years Old and still Kicking...

- Piyush gMohanty

The eyes of cineaste Indian people must have
been glued to the Television from May 15 to 26 to
witness the glamour and surprise of Indian
Premier League. Be it the cheerleaders, the
respectable glamorous owners or the fireworks on
the field the whole world cinema is going to
witness the celebration of centennial of Indian
Cinema, where so many movies are produced in a
year than any place on the earth. These movies
may be over the top and kitschy, but our cinema
has never failed to whet our appetite for more and
more entertainment with larger than life
performances.

We are almost past a century of Our Reel
World-Indian Cinema. It is almost 100 years from
the time Raja Harishchandra was shown to
audience. We have come past 100 years from the
time the Indian audience first witnessed motion
picture. Many directors, producers, production
company, actors took to the silver screen. Some
shined in front of the camera, some lost their
sheen over the time. The young tried to emulate
the bell bottom and hippy style from Hare Krishna
Hare Ram, the unique smarm from Gulaam.

When 1 talk about Bollywood, I basically
classify the whole gamut of movies into two kinds
of movies. One of them is the Respectables, which
comprises patriotic movies and the movies on
social dogmas.



The other kind is the Adorables, this class
consists of the romantic movies. Despite the long
trail of classical romantic/
romantic movies over the years
in Bollywood, most of them
’ g have failed to make an
PiNjAR ‘ impression except the few ones.

Some attach reasons like as
Bollywood makes as almost as 300 movies a
year, so most of the movies are doomed to fail as
they lose quality in the race of movies. That’s
why the movies, which tried to portray the social
issues and their solution has been a success
mantra for most of the filmmakers. So people
like Ashutosh Gowarikar, Mira Nair etc., who
has been the torchbearers for India in most of
the International Film Festivals, came out open
and discussed about social dogmas through
their Respectable kind of movies. Ill be briefing
about some of the Respectable movies like Do
Bigha Zameen, Pinjar, Water, Rang De Basanti
etc, which really moved me a lot and shaped my
line of thoughts.

As the separation of 1947 has become a
thing of the past, still the Pinjar refreshes the
memory about the pain of the separation of India
and Pakistan combined with the deplorable
condition of woman in both the states. The
female protagonist Puro played by Urmila
Matondekar and the male protagonist role
Rashid played by Manoj Bajpai bring the
audience to tears unquestionably. The grief
behind the riots during the separation, which
compelled some of the Indians to escape to
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Pakistan and vice versa was aptly expressed by
actors like Kulbhushan Kharbanda etc.

Similarly, the Water depicts a story of plight
of the widows of Varanasi during English
colonialism. The direction by Mira Nair on the
succinct script written by none other than
Anurag Kashyap really unfolded one of the
sensitive issues of the social strands of that time.
The movie goes on to describe how people still
adhere to outmoded belief of the system being
blind to the suffering of the people around.

The best memory of Rang De Basanti will
never fail as it was one of those immaculately
scripted contemporary movies. It reminds me of
one of the observations of Jawaharlal Nehru
where he found that the influence of cinema in
India surpasses that of the books and
newspapers combined. A movie like Rang De
Basanti with the right amount of spirit will
inspire the young to stand against the wrong. It
shows how a normal citizen can take care of
public concern when powerful people try to
mangle the lifeline of the country.

After all, we belong to a land; where no of
movies in a year sometimes surpasses the
number of days in the year. Like all other
popular media, movies also have greater impact
on the society. So the viewers should always take
a positive note out of every movie, so that we
really serve to the primary intention of making a
film. So also the production of a movie needs to
be carefully handled, so that it does not create
unnecessary chaos in the society.
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An Untold Story

- Koushik Pandit

I met Apu at the guest house for the first ime. Aparajita’s name was shortened to

Apu by her friends. She used to be one of those not so much
popular girls m college. Reasons behind 1t might be her
ordinary appearance, her round-shaped thick glasses, or might
be due to the fact that she was very studious and “hence
boring”. Boys thought she lives only in books and she was not
meant to be loved by boys. When Krish, alias Krishnan came
to know about this 1ll mentality of his boy classmates, he was
disheartened. How sick these boys can be! Why don’t they
find the honesty i her simple looks, why can’t they find those

beautiful eyes of her behind those thick glasses, how one can just ignore those cute
dimples on her cheeks when she smiles for even a bit... this list of “why” makes Krish to
feel sorry for his buddies. Krish never thought that he would fall in love with Apu. But 1t
was destined.

Initially he was also like other boys. But he began to take mterest in Apu out of
curiosity. It was those early days when both of them not used to talk with each other
unless 1t was unavoidable. Krish used to observe her silently. Her calm nature,
politeness 1n her voice, innocent looks, even her ignorance towards filthy bollywood
songs when being played on canteen t.v. started to draw his attention. As days passed by,
he began to notice very minute things like how she knots her hair, which day which
coloured dress she wears and so on and started making decisions on things like i which
outfit or hair-style she looks more beautiful, how she should react to a particular
situation etc etc. Soon it became so much m volume that Krish started to take down
notes m his small red diary. Every night before going to sleep, he used to write diary.
Months later, the pages were filled with the sweet hittle memories of Apu observed by
Krish. After fimshing writing diary for the day, Krish used to make wish that someday
he’ll gift this diary to Apu and reading those pen-scribbled pages, she will start crying
silently by keeping her head on his shoulder.

Days passed by, and they became the most seniors i college. It was placement
time and everyone started to become serious about their career. Krish had stopped
writing his diary thinking he would never be able to give that to Apu and the diary would
be a painful thing for him to bear with. In last 3 years, Krish had thought many times to
tell Apu about his feelings. But every time, something stuck up in his throat and he



landed upon with some messed up meaningless out of context sentences and Apu
replied with a silent smile. That smile and those two dimples used to be the hifeline of
Krish. He always thought maybe this 1s not the right time to tell her about his feelings.
She 1s very studious and she might turn down to be in a relationship with him,
considering 1t to be a distracting matter in her studies. On Valentine’s Day, Krish used
to see his classmates roaming in the campus, keeping hands in hands and sharing
romantic words, but he used to calm his mind, saying these can be done after marriage.

Why to worry about it now?

Soon last day of college came upon. It was the farewell day. Already Apu and
Krish have placed themselves in good companies. But still now, no one has spoken of
anything regarding their likes for each other. What if she turn down my proposal, what 1f
she breaks our friendship and never talk to me back, what 1if she... Krish finally
managed to overcome these questions from his mind and decided to tell Apu all the
stuffs. But alas! He has lost his diary. He used to keep that in his cupboard. But today
when he searched for it, it was not there! “God 1s so cruel! How can He do this mjustice
to me? What to do now?” With trembling legs, he stood in front of Apu. “I actually
wanted to present you a gift before we leave college, but to my musfortune, I've lost
that...” Krish continued, “Please forgive me, I couldn’t give 1t to you.” His eyes became
wet. He could hardly see Apu’s gloomy face although she was just in front of him.
Suddenly Apu broke the silence with her soft, almost maudible voice, “Are you looking
for th1s?” Apu took out a rectangular object from her bag and handed 1t over to Krish.
Emotions and adrenaline started flowing through his veins. Yes, it was his “lost” diary.
“From where did you get this?” Apu couldn’t hear his question. She said, “Well, your
roommate Dev gave that diary to me last night!” “How sane!”, Krish uttered. “Have
you read all the pages?”, Krish almost shouted. Apu gently held his hands and pressing
them she said “Don’t talk, let’s have a walk.” The sun sets behind as these two souls

walk their down the memory lane.




INTROSPECTION

-RAVESH KUMAR
With the ever increasing pace of modern lifestyle, man, one of the most
mmmaculate creations of God, 1s losing its 1dentity. The fast pace of life has become the
controlling thread & we are just left mmimized to the state of puppets. The priorties
have been rearranged. The ancient values of love, share and respect have been replaced
by demons of lust, greed and dommance. The ultimate power of thought which
distinguishes man from machines 1s getting wasted or rather being utilized in the wrong
direction. Despite having a reasonable amount of wealth and possession, man 1 general 1s not
happy. The happiness 1s lost somewhere. To add to 1t man 1s tensed, scared and
frustrated to the utmost. The increasing instances of suicide and violence are prime evidence
i support of the above fact.

Something 1s wrong and so we have to lift ourselves to take appropriate remedial
measures. And in my view, INTROSPECTION 1is the master key to unlock the doors of
eternal happiness and self-satisfaction. It refers to the self-observation of one’s mner

thoughts, desires and most mimportantly one’s conscience. It is the first step towards the

o

purification of soul. It 1s the need of the hour. We need to -
squeeze some precious time from our busy daily routine. /

We need to mimimize the egoism and optimize the
philanthropism and altruism. I believe that the ones who
are still sticking with me are 1 favour of the notion and so
I urge them to devote ten precious minutes from their
Iife on introspection. Before quiting our day, we can
devote those ten minutes n analyzing some moralistic
questions like: Have we made anyone happy today? Have we
hurt anyone 1n order to satisty our greed etc. Moreover can
we make sure that flaws which we committed today will not be repeated tomorrow?
These continual processes will in time reform us into a better human being & return
ourselves the lost 1dentity.

Some of you may still be in a dilemma that whether the process will work or not. For
that I would like to remind you the famous quote:

“An attempt may fail, but there should not be a failure in attempts.”

We need to take the imtiative; we need to remember that God helps those who
help themselves and others.

And finally, with a firm belief in God, I urge you all to follow the path of introspection.

Are you ready?P?P?



CBRI BUZZ....

A lost Tendua (Indian Legpard)) broke into
CBRI colony campus at night for a
surprise visit this Sunday (19513). Sources
said, it was probing into some
complaints lodged against the night

guards found sleeping during duty hours
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CSIR-CBR1 strongly appeals to DG, CSIR o

POW HAHA allow organizing lab to particpate in all
the games'final events of SSBMT without

going throughthe qualifying rounds...

The aypeal was made after CBRI sportsme

failed to quallfy for any of the final rounds..
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