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To commemorate World Habitat Day 2025, CSIR–Central Building Research Institute 
(CBRI), Roorkee, organized a special program on 06th October 2025 on the theme 
“Urban Crisis Response”, emphasizing the importance of building resilient, sustainable, 
and inclusive urban environments. The event was aimed at bringing together experts, 
academicians, and scientists to deliberate on the future of housing and urban 
infrastructure, while highlighting innovative approaches and solutions for sustainable 
development. The program began with a warm welcome and overview by Dr. Neeraj 
Jain, Head-ODS & Senior Principal Scientist, who outlined the day’s objectives and 
stressed the importance of integrating social, economic, and environmental dimensions 
into housing. In his inaugural address, Prof. R. Pradeep Kumar, Director, CSIR–CBRI, 
emphasized that basic human rights and underscored the Institute’s commitment to 
ensuring accessible, eco-conscious, and technologically advanced housing solutions for 
both urban and rural populations. 

     

 



 

The celebration featured a keynote lecture by Mr. Ashish Rakheja, Managing Partner, 
AEON Consultants, on “Emerging Megatrends in the Construction Industry.” He 
highlighted how AI, IoT, BIM, and real-time climate data are transforming the sector and 
are essential to achieving India’s net-zero carbon target by 2070. His talk reinforced the 
need for future-ready cities capable of adapting to crises while minimizing environmental 
impact. 

                                         

A thought-provoking panel discussion, moderated by Dr. Mickey Dalbehera, Chief 
Scientist, featured distinguished experts including Dr. P.K. Das (Independent Consultant), 
Prof. E. Rajasekar (IIT Roorkee), Mr. Ashish Rakheja, Prof. Bhupinder Singh (IIT 
Roorkee), Dr. K.S. Kulkarni (Principal Scientist, CBRI), and Er. Aswathi (Senior Scientist, 
CBRI). The panel explored diverse strategies for urban crisis response, covering resilient 
infrastructure, energy-efficient construction, smart city concepts, community-driven 
solutions, and policy frameworks to enhance housing quality and sustainability. 

       

To further engage participants, a special thematic video – “Shaping Sustainable Habitats: 
CSIR–CBRI’s Breakthrough Contributions” was showcased by Dr. K.S. Kulkarni, Dr. 
Tabish Alam, and Dr. Naveen Nishant. The film highlighted housing challenges in both 
rural and urban contexts while presenting energy-efficient, eco-friendly, and 
technologically viable solutions developed by CSIR–CBRI. 



A key highlight of the event was the launch of the book “Shelters of North”, co-authored 
by Dr. K.S. Kulkarni, Ar. Anoop, and Dr. Naveen Nishant. The book offers practical 
insights into resilient habitat design, covering typology, foundations, walls, doors, 
windows, roofing systems, and structural elements. It also integrates Life Cycle 
Assessment (LCA), environmental impact analysis, and cost analysis, providing a 
comprehensive guide for sustainable housing practices. 

                      

 

In recognition of their valuable contributions, Prof. R. Pradeep Kumar, Director, CSIR–
CBRI, felicitated all panelists with mementoes.The program’s success was the result of 
the dedicated efforts of the Organizing Committee, which included Dr. Neeraj Jain, Dr. 
Chandan Swaroop Meena, Dr. Hemlata, Dr. Tabish Alam, Er. Aswathi, and other 
members, who meticulously coordinated the planning, panel discussions, guest 
interactions, and technical presentations. The event concluded with a Vote of Thanks by 
Dr. Neeraj Jain, who expressed gratitude to all speakers, panelists, participants, and 
organizers. World Habitat Day 2025 at CSIR–CBRI, Roorkee, proved to be an inspiring 
platform that reinforced the Institute’s vision of nation-building through science, 
technology, and innovation. The program not only showcased CBRI’s pioneering R&D in 
housing and urban development but also inspired participants to work collectively toward 
creating sustainable, resilient, and inclusive habitats that thrive in harmony with nature. 



   

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


